CH. XXYIH.              FRENCH NEGLECT OF IRELAND.                     397

object,1 and Lewins, himself, has mentioned that, about this
time, he received, at Paris, formal assurances from the French
Government, that they would make no peace, without stipulating
for Irish independence.2 The conferences at Lille sufficiently
show the worthlessuess of such assurances. Ireland, as far as
is known, was never, from first to last, even mentioned in them,
and the lesson derived from this silence is made much stronger,
by a document which has not yet passed into history. It will
be remembered, that the French demand for the restitution of
all English conquests, made during the war, was put forward
as a mere preliminary to negotiation, and Maret candidly told
iMulmeslmry, that the original instructions, which were drawn
tip for the legation, by De la Croix, were so extravagant, that
they did not venture to bring them forward.3 They may be
found in the French Foreign Office,4 and they amply justify the
description. In addition to the demands which L.a*ve been
mentioned, the French plenipotentiaries were to insist on the
surrender of Jersey and Guernsey 5 on the restoration of Canada,
and the Newfoundland fishery; on the cession of Gibraltar to
Spain, and they were even to endeavour to obtain the restoration
of those great Indian dominions which had been wrested from
France in 1.75k But this document, which enumerated, in
the most extravagant form, all that France hoped to extort from
a humiliated England, keeps an absolute silence about Ireland
and Irish independence. What clearer proof could there be
that Ireland was, in truth, but a pawn in the game; that in
endeavouring to convulse her with civil war, the French Govern-
ment looked to no other object, than the temporary embarrass-
ment of the enemy ; that even if a French invasion had proved
successful, Ireland would probably, as Grattan warned his
countrymen, have been abandoned at the peace, in compensa-
tion for some real object of French ambition ?

It would not have been altogether the first experience of the
kind. In 1728, Marshal Broglie had obtained permission to
recruit for the French service in Ireland, and great numbers of
Irishmen had passed under the French flag. A melancholy and
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